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BOARD MEMBERS ATTEND NOBEL DINNER 


WILPF Sponsors Interviewed on TV 
by Mike Wallace 


EN MEMBERS of the WILPF National Board were guests of the Nobel Anniversary 
Committee at a dinner-forum January 11 on the Starlight Roof of the Waldorf- 
Astoria Hotel in New York City. Mayor Wagner had proclaimed it Nobel Peace 
Day and the dinner was in commemoration of the anniversary of Alfred Nobel’s death. 


The brilliant gathering in the flag- 
draped room included a number of 
Nobel Prize winners and several hundred 
distinguished guests. Lord Boyd Orr 
and Lester Pearson, winner of the 1957 
Peace Prize. were the principal speakers; 


Nobel Peace Award 


others seated on the dais included Pearl 
Buck. Clarence Pickett. Henry J. Cad- 
bury. Harold Stassen. Linus Pauling, 
Sir Lestie Munro. Andrew Cordier and 
Emanuel Celler. The American Nobel 
Anniversary Committee has said that 


Wisconsin Will Be Hostess Branch 


Site Chosen 
For Annual Meeting 


Lawrence College. Appleton, Wiscon- 
sin. will be the setting for the 1958 
Annual Meeting of the U. S. Section, 
June 20-24 inclusive. Wisconsin, with 
its many lakes, is a lovely place for a 
family vacation. Appleton is very near 
Lake Winnebago and not far from Lake 
Michigan. Start planning now with your 
branch members for full representation. 
An annual meeting is an experience you 
will long remember. 


Nobel Prize winners represent the best 
minds of our time and that their think- 
ing is desperately needed to help solve 
today’s critical problems. The theme of 
the forum. “Let Us Reason Together”, 
expressed this need. 

Later in the evening, the “Mike Wal- 
lace Interview” took over the program 
for a coast-to-coast television broadcast 
featuring Lord Boyd Orr, Pearl Buck, 
and Clarence Pickett. All three are Na- 
tional Sponsors of WILPF. 

National Board members attending the 
dinner were: Adelaide Baker (Inter- 
national Consultant to the UN). Bess 
Cameron. Jessie Jenkins. Evelyn John- 
son. Marie Lyons. Bertha McNeill. Edna 
Meyers. Orlie Pell ( National President). 
Emily Simon( International Vice-Chair- 
man) and Elizabeth Tolles. 


The Disease of 
Arms Addiction 


The more we spend on national 
defense. the less defensible does 
any country become. What we face 
is a collapse of the system of 
national defense, not merely a 
failure of effort in national defense. 
Defense-wise we have become 
drug addicts. Our sense of inse- 
curity demands drugs in the shape 
of armaments. and these armaments 
diminish our overall security. The 
drug addict has lost the system of 
health: what he is impelled to do 
to overcome his symptoms drives 
him further into his disease. So we 
have lost the system of security; 
the more we try to secure ourselves, 
the less secure we become . . . He 
who will save his security must lose 
it. And this most of us are nui 
willing to do. 


From: 
The Sputnik Within, 
by Kenneth Boulding, 
Liberation, January, 1958. 


Program Building 
Topic of Conference 


Action Is Stressed 


A regional conference was held in 
Philadelphia January 8-9 on the theme 
of “Building a Branch Program”. Led 
by Mary Howgate Chamberlain. Chair- 
man of Leadership Training, the con- 
ference was attended by members from 
Pennsylvania. Massachusefts and New 
Jersey. 


“He who dares to lead must never 
cease to learn”, said Mrs. Chamber- 
lain at the opening session. “All or- 
ganizations need always to develop new 
leaders and you only learn by doing.” 
National Board members Orlie Pell, 
Bertha McNeill, Emily Simon and 
Mildred Olmsted were present during 
the conference to give their views on 
what should go into a successful branch 
program for a year. 


“Speakeritis” was condemned — that 
is. the practice of setting a topic, with 
someone to speak on it, and thinking 
that this constitutes a “program”. Speak- 
ers have their place. but if we stop short 
of education and action we have failed 
in our role. “We must think in terms 
of issues in which we become involved”, 
said Emily Simon, “working on them 
continuously in every way we can.” 


WILPF pamphlets, Pax et Libertas, 
Four Lights, the monthly packets, books, 
newspapers and periodicals provide 
study resources and ideas for action. 


Programs should be pointed toward 
different groups in the community, such 
as teachers. mothers, students, foreign 
language groups, etc. A year’s program 
should be planned in advance, but 
should be flexible to allow for emer- 
gency issues. 


As Mildred Olmsted told one branch 
last year, “Meetings are only a tool to 
prepare members for action; otherwise 
they are a luxury for which you cannot 
afford the time. If you enjoy just get- 
ting together, put it down as ‘pleasure’, 
not ‘peace work’. When you draw up a 
resolution, you always indicate to whom 
it is to be sent. So, when you plan a 
meeting always ask yoursclves first, 
‘for what purpose? ’” 
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No Place To Hide 


Val Peterson, Civil Defense Admin- 
istrator, has given Congress the cheering 
assurance that if we will spend 32 billion 
dollars for bomb shelters only about 
one-half of us who live in cities under 
nuclear attack are certain to be killed. 


However. the Gaither report, while 
also urging a multi-billion dollar shelter 
construction program, offers no assur- 
ance of survival to the city dwellers 
when the blast occurs. 


It says the shelters promise protection 
only from post-blast radioactive fallout 
and only to persons somewhat remote 
from the point of explosion. Even this 
protection might depend on one’s being 
lucky enough to get into a shelter within 
the few minutes between the warning 
signal and the actual arrival of an ICBM 
and of course only for as long as the 
subterranean stores of food and water 
could hold out. No wonder the Gaither 
report was withheld for fear of public 
panic! 


In spite of the dismal inadequacigs 
of what is politely called the “Civil 
Defense” program, legislation is pending 
calling for such a bomb shelter program 
and Russia’s supposed possession of the 
ICBM will be a strong argument for its 
passage. When Congressional hearings 
are held the WILPF will oppose its 
passage. 


Some organizations and government 
witnesses will oppose this shelter pro- 
gram because of its cost. Others will 
oppose it because they are convinced 
that no one will dare launch a nuclear 
attack against the United States. These 
are not the WILPF reasons. 


We oppose the shelter program be- 
cause it fosters a wholly deceptive sense 
of security and because it serves to di- 
vert the attention of Americans and 
their government from our only real 
hope. of security — world disarmament. 
Our best brains and efforts must be de- 
voted. not to burrowing underground 
but to the abolition of war. This is the 
very first order of business for the 
United States and for the world. 


DOROTHY HUTCHINSON. 


Chairman. Policy Committee 


Research and Development 
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Safe Radiation 


Levels Lowered 
(New York Times, Dec. 10, 1957.) 


The Atomic Energy Commission 
lowered by two-thirds today the permis- 
sible levels of radiation exposure for 
atomic workers and populations outside 
atomic facilities. 


The drastically reduced standards re- 
flect the growing scientific concern and 
knowledge about the harmful effects of 
radiation on the human body and on 
future generations. 


The U. S. Public Health Service has 
advised abandonment of mass x-ray 
programs for the detection of tubercu- 
losis, for the same reason. 


A Faith To Move Mountains 


To four Americans the conviction 
that the only hope for mankind is to 
stop test explosions as a first step” in 
ending the arms race will be dramatic- 
ally supported with their lives. They 
will sail a boat into the Marshall Is- 
land test area by April 1, when the 
next series of U. S. test explosions are 
scheduled to start, and remain there, 
if necessary, through the tests if they 
are carried out. 


Words have thus far failed to pene- 
trate the barrier of a vast military pre- 
paredness program; the majority of 
Americans have yet to be shaken from 
a passive acceptance of the horrors of 
nuclear tests and all they imply. The 
hope is that the action of these four 
Americans will call attention to the dan- 
ger and immorality of continued prepa- 
ration for nuclear war. and encourage 
others to speak out. 


For information about and contribu- 
tions to the project. address Non-Violent 
Action Against Nuclear Weapons. 2006 
Walnut Street, Phila. 3, Pa. 


A petition signed by more than 

9,000 scientists from 43 countries 
was presented to Dag Hammar- 
skiold on January 13 by Dr. Linus 
Pauling, 1954 Nobel Prize winner 
in chemistry. The petition said, in 
part: 
“We have in common with our 
fellow men a deep concern for the 
welfare of all human beings. As 
scientists we have knowledge of the 
dangers involved and therefore a 
special responsibility to make those 
dangers known. We deem it imper- 
ative that immediate action be taken 
to effect an international agreement 
to stop the testing of all nuclear 
weapons.” 


COLD WAR 
POLICIES 


Fitzpatrick in The St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


The Weather Has Changed, 
Mr. Secretary 
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President Eisenhower's record peace- 
~ time budget of almost 74 billion 


Protection 
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Major National Security 


dollars calls for 39.7 billions for 
“security” and proposes drastic 
reductions in domestic programs 
such as health, education, welfare 
and farm price supports, to offset 
increased military spending. 


Eecytive office of the President, Bureau of the Budget 


UN NOTES 


By Caroline Malin, 
U. S. Section Observer 


@ A resolution calling for a world-wide 
publicity campaign on the effects of 
atomic weapons and the report of the 
scientific commission studying the dan- 
gers of radiation, due for release in a 
few months, may be the opening wedge 
for arms control. 


% 


® An agreement governing the working 
relationship between the UN and the 
new International Atomic Energy Com- 
mission has been adopted. This agency, 
now established in Vienna, is to report 
directly to the Assembly and Security 
Council. 


* 
@ The cost of clearing the Suez Canal 


is to be covered by a surcharge of 3% 
on tolls of ships passing through it. 


% 


@ The U. S. presented a new proposal 
for assisting underdeveloped countries 
(to be discussed in a later issue). 


® Final item on the agenda of the 12th 
General Assembly was a “Declaration 
Concerning the Peaceful Co-existence of 
States — Peaceful and Neighborly Re- 
lations Among States”, presented by the 
USSR and adopted after a lengthy dis- 


cussion about meaning of words. 


Report From 


Montgomery 


By Annalee Stewart, 


Legislative Secretary 


If anyone has any doubt about the 
deep and quiet determination of the 
Negro to secure freedom and dignity 
as an American citizen, he should attend 
one of the Institutes on Non-Violence 
and Social Change sponsored by the 
Montgomery Improvement Association, 
as I did on the second anniversary of 
the bus protest. 


When Dr. Martin Luther King chal- 
lenged those present at the opening 
meeting to match the capacity of white 
people to inflict suffering with their 
capacity to accept it, without retaliation 
but in a spirit of creative love, the re- 
sponse was unanimous. The day before 
he had stated at the General Assembly 
of the National Council of Churches in 
St. Louis that the most segregated hour 
of the whole week was on Sunday 
morning. when Christians worship in 
their churches. 


When I was escorted to the platform 
for the service. | was shocked to realize 
that I was the only white woman attend- 
ing this Anniversary meeting. 


Off the record, some white ministers 
and leading laymen have admitted that 
integration will eventually come and 
that their tactics are primarily delaying 
ones. But the Southern white should 
be prepared for change so that he will 
not be so shocked as changes inevitably 
come. There is a hunger on the part of 
some of the white South for “conversa- 
tions” between the races, meeting with 
men and women from integrated areas 
in religious. educational. labor, civic 
and social spheres. Fear of reprisals 
and lack of a united leadership have 
hampered open cooperation. 


When I was called upon to speak I 
told briefly of our efforts for passage 
of the Civil Rights Bill, our work for 
integration at all levels, the “Citations 
for Courage” sent to the children and 
youth entering white schools and the 
need to extend the principles of non- 
violence beyond our nation’s boundaries 
as we work to lift the burden of arms 
and fear of war from the world. There 
is real interest in our organization and 
an opportunity to pioneer in the deep 
South. 


New Educational 


Carmelita Hinton, founder of the 
Putney School in Vermont and former 
worker under Jane Addams, recently 
moved to Philadelphia and asked at the 
National Office whether WILPF had 
any useful work for her to do. She was 
immediately given the job of admin- 
istering a fund to help send people to 
the Washington Prayer and Conscience 
Vigil. She has now accepted the chair- 


USSR TOUR PLANNED 
WILPF members and their friends who 


wish to join the one-month tour of the 
Soviet Union led by Mrs. Derk Bodde, 
July 6 to August 4, should communicate 
with her as quickly as possible in order 
to gain a place in the limited enroll- 
ment available. Registrations are al- 
ready coming in. This tour has evoked 
a remarkably wide response from 
WILPF members, Quakers, educators, 
and others widely scattered across the 
country. Air-flight both ways and all 
expenses included in the price of $1,525. 
You may come home with the group or 
stay on in Europe after the tour. This 
is a most unusual opportunity to see 
the country for a sum substantially 
smaller than that charged by commer- 
cial agencies. Write to Mrs. Bodde at 
Phil-Ellena St., Philadelphia 
9, Pa. 


WILPF AROUND THE WORLD 


The League was represented at an 
All-India Women’s Conference held in 
Delhi in mid-December. 


* 


A letter to the International from 
ihe Rumanian Federation of Democratic 
Women asked for an exchange of pub- 
lications. Chairman Else Zeuthen re- 
plied that we should be very glad to 
send them copies of everything we 
print. 


* * 


Marjorie Bayes of the British Section 
writes: 


“I have just re-read Gladys Walser’s 
article in the February 1957) issue fof 
Four Lights) on Waterways and Polar 
Regions. I am most grateful that you 
send such articles — it really is very 
valuable as a basis for understanding. 
And what a triumphant justification of 
the U. S. A. Section’s work. that they 
should have been so far ahead of world 
interest.” 


Memorial to Mme. Ragaz 


The National Board, in the name 
of the U. S. Section, has sent a 
copy of each of the Jane Addams 
Children’s Book Award books to 
the library at International Head- 
quarters in Geneva as a memorial 
to Mme. Clara Ragaz of Switzer- 
land. Mme. Ragaz, who died re- 
cently, had been a devoted worker 
in the WILPF since its founding 
and was Honorary Vice-President 
of the International. 


Contacts Chairman 


manship of the Educational Contacts 
Committee of WILPF. Mrs. Hinton’s 
daughter wrote the letters from China 
which appeared in recent issues of 


Four Lights. 


Other new officers are: Louise Gilbert, 
Vice-President in charge of Liaison with 
Committees, and Grace Baird, Labor 
Committee Chairman. 
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LITERATURE CORNER 


There are on hand in the Literature 
Department several excellent pamphlets 
which are not new but which still have 
a pertinent message for our members 
and would be useful in acquainting 
cthers with our aims and ideals. Feel- 
ing that perhaps some of these materials 
have been overlooked recently, crowded 
out by new literature that is constantly 
coming along, the National Literature 
Committee has decided to offer these 
in special groupings at reduced rates. 
We list them here, with an order blank 
for your convenience in sending for 
them promptly. The only “catch” to 
this offer is that we do not have large 
quantities of any of the pamplilets and 
will not be reprinting them. 


1. World Disarmament: 
Why, How and 
for What? 
Co-Existence: 
Is It Possible? 


$1.00 
(regular price: 3 for 10c) 


2. Disarmament With 
Full Employment, 
Trade, Tariffs and Peace 


(regular price: 5c each) 


3. The Women's International 
League and the UN 
WILPF's Position on 
China's Representation 


in the UN 


(regular price: 3 for 10c) 


4. The WILPF Human Rights 
Series: 
No. I, Integration; 
No. 2, Internal Security 


$.75 
ORDER BLANK 

No. 1 .... packet(s) of 70 for $1.00 .... 
No. 2..... packet(s) of 50 for $1.00 .... 
No. 3 .... packet(s) of 50 for $0.75 .... 
No. 4..... packet(s) of 50 for $0.75 .... 
Payment enclosed....Please bill me .... 
Mail to: 
National Literature Department, WILPF 
2006 Walnut St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Books Needed In Rhodesian School 


300 African Boys Learning English 


Winifred Courtney, our Referent on 
Africa, is undertaking a personal project 
on behalf of the Fletcher High School 
in Southern Rhodesia. A former teacher 
of hers, Dr. Franklin Parker. from the 
University of Texas, is doing research 
there on the teaching of English to Afri- 
cans and discovered “the tremendous 
scarcity of good English reading ma- 
terial”. Knowing the work she is doing 
for WILPF in this country. he gave her 


name to the principal of this school 


who has written her that in their “mag- 
nificent and spacious libray capable of 
holding 25.000 books. there are just 
about 1,000 of inferior quality” with 
which to teach 300 African boys. He 
said they are “keen. avid readers” and 
will probably become the future leading 
Africans. Mrs. Courtney’s address is 
197 Cleveland Drive. Croton-on-Hudson, 
N. Y. Branches or individuals interested 
in this project may write to her for 
further information. She says it costs 
13c to mail a book weighing a pound. 


The Harrisburg, Pa.. Branch of the Women’s International League presents 
a copy of the book, “Blue Mystery”, the 1957 Jane Addams Children’s Book 
Award choice to the Harrisburg Public Library. Left to right: Mrs. Doris 
Blasco. librarian, Mrs. Norman Lourie. Chairman. Harrisburg Branch. 


Royce Wagner and David McDonel, 


Report of the 13th 


International Congress 


The printed Report of the Congress 
of the Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom held in Birming- 
ham. England. in July. 1956. is now 
available through the National Litera- 
ture Department. at $1.00 per copy. 


For those who are not familiar with 
the work of WILPF all over the world, 
this presents an inspiring picture of the 
activity. of women of all types and con- 
ditions. colors and creeds. with equally 
varied problems and _ opportunities. 
working in many ways toward the com- 
mon goals of peace and freedom. Na- 
tional Sections, from Denmark. Finland. 
Viet-Nam and Israel. from Japan. Aus- 
tralia. France and Canada. report their 
work on refugee problems. atom tests. 
race relations and alleviation of famine. 
It is not possible to give even a small 
idea of the breadth of activity and the 
breadth of vision shown in these pages. 


The International Quarterly. “Pax et 
Libertas”. is a publication that will keep 
you up to date on the work of WILPF 
International. A subscription to this is 
$2.00. if you are not already receiving 
it as an International member. Both 
the Report of the Thirteenth Congress 
of WILPF and Pax et Libertas may be 
ordered through the National Literature 
Department. 2006 Walnut St.. Phila. 3, 


Pa. 


STAMPS SWELL FUND 


The National Office thanks all 
those who are saving and sending 
in stamps for the National Confer- 
ence Fund. They are now coming 
in such quantity that individual 
acknowledgments are no longer 
possible. The response has been 
magnificent and means that the 
Fund for sending delegates — to 
meetings is growing. The recent 
accumulation brought $25. Keep 
stamps coming—both foreign and 
domestic—all except the ordinary 
Ie. 2c and 3¢ denominations. 
And remember—-a damaged stamp 
is worthless. Do not try to peel the 
slamp off; cut out the whole corner 
of the envelope. 


WILPF Administrative Office 


Jane Adcéams House 
2006 Walnut Street 
Philadelphia 3. Pa. 


WILPF Legislative Office 
214 Second St.. N.E. 
Washington 2, D. C. 


Jane Addams Peace Ass'n. Office 
Room 609. United Nations Plaza 
at 46th Street 
New York 17, N. Y. 


TI 
5) 


| 
< 
re 
4 | te 
~ 
th 
| h 
| el 
{ b 
| 
la 
th 
es 
C 
| FE: 
ol 
i S} 
| 
| be 
H 
pr 
pr 
pe 
ar 
we 
we 
fir 
di 
pr 
ni 
tes 
ar 
fo 
an 
| Al 
} an 
|| 
nu 
j Re 
| 


